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matchlock balls.    This building, said by tradition to
have been the residence of the Emperor Akbar's chief
queen, the 4Lady of Jodporc,' is an enclosure of red
;stone, strong as a fortress.   The door was closed, a
bag of powder blew it open, and the soldiers rushed
in, gallantly led by one of their officers.   The enemy
were summoned  to surrender; they replied by shots.
After a desperate resistance they were cut to pieces.
They were found to be Mohammedan fanatics,  and,
I heard,   not  much   more than  twelve in  number.
* Their companions, the stray bands of mutineers and the
villagers, had had the sense to leave as the columa
, approached.   Two or three were captured by Lieutenant
.De Kantzow, the rest escaped.
Long before noon all was over, the dead removed,
and our wounded conveyed to a hospital that had been
extemporised in one of the halls of the mosque.   Patches
-of blood on the pavement, and the fragments of the
Koran and the shrine remained, however, evidence of the
conflict, as also did the fallen masonry.    One of the
shells had burst below an  inner   gateway, and  the
explosion had brought down a waggon-load of stone and
mortar.   Less effect had been produced by another shell
against the wall of the palace.   A large blue stain was
the only result; a pumpkin could not have produced less
apparent injury.
In the course of the afternoon I had evidence of the
wildness of 'the Sikhs. One of my horsemen had an
uncle who resided in the neighbourhood; he set out with
a friend to visit him. The two rode off very jauntily,
they came back in a different plight. On reaching the
village they found the Sikhs in possession, the uncle shot,
and his house being plundered. They remonstrated,
and then had to ride for their lives.